FORWORD

Parts of Punjab and North Western Frontier Province had
been the permanent habitat of generations of Mohyals for
several millennia. This territory became part of Pakistan
after the Partition of India in 1947. Mohyals and other
Hindus, who were not killed, trekked to India leaving behind
home and hearth. It was a stroke of luck that while Pothi
Rai Seegarh, which was the ancient history book of
Mohans, was no longer accessible, a copyof Jang Nama
Mohanan, based on the Pothi, could be retrieved from a
source in Jammu. It is in the Punjabi language and Urdu
script. | am happy that it has been rendered into Dev
Nagarii script and is now being published.

History of Mohyals has two distinct phases. Our ancestors
ruled, with power and glory, over the borderlands of India,
pushing back the thrust of Musalmans, for as long as they
could. After India lost its independence, Mohyals continued
to offer supreme sacrifices against the tyranny of the
foreign rulers. | find that in the narration of Mohyal History,
the sacrifice of Mohans has not been adequately
recognised. While in other cases individuals offered
martyrdom, here the whole clan of Mohans at Mamdot
sacrificed themselves at the battlefield. They challenged
the emperor of India for forcible conversion of one of their
youngman to Islam and marrying him to a royal princess.

| hope more books highlighting various aspects of Mohyal
History will come up, following the current trend.

Mehta O.P. Mohan,

Former Sr. Vice-President GMS
191, Sector-21A, Faridabad (Haryana) 1210001
Mob.: 9312245990
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PROLOGUE

CHHIBBER, DATT AND VAID SOVERIGNS
RULING THE BORDER REGIONS OF INDA

India has a glorious history. Our Mohyal sovereigns ruling in
the frontier regions of India when Islam came knocking, and
our martyrs even in centuries thereafter, are a part of that
glory. During the long foreign rule, the victor's account of
history suppressed whatever was good and great about
India. Here you will read the story of a whole fraternity of
Mohyal MOHANS who accepted martyrdom at the battle field
of Mamdot, in an unequal fight with the Mughal Emperor of
Delhi, to protest at the forcible conversion of a young Mohyal.
The father of the young man was at Lahore, on a sensitive
senior assignment from the-Emperor but it was not just a
family feud. It was an issue of the fraternity’s honour and self-
pride. However, before we unfold the sequence of events
these need to be contextualized in their historical perspective.
The issue revolves around forcible conversion to Islam and
we start with the history of that religion.

During the seventh century CE, a new religion — ISLAM —
came up in Arabia. Soon this religion spread, conquering with
ease and speed, Syria, Iraq, Egypt and then Iran (Persia) in
640 CE. Here, the Arab advance came to an almost abrupt
halt when they tried to subjugate the neighbouring Hindu
kingdoms of Zabul and Kabul in (what is now) southern
Afghanistan. This was a shock after their earlier experience
of quick acquisitions everywhere There were many raids —
some successful with acquisition of booty, mainly cattle and
slaves — but the occupation of land was difficult’. According
to Muslim chronicles, Rutbil (Zunbil, Ranbal ...etc) was the
designation of the King of Zabulistan.

Arab Failure in Afghanistan

To achieve this main objective of occupation of this territory,
through which passed the strategic trade route to India, Al
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Hajjaj, the governor of Baghdad (694-713), equipped and
dispatched an army under his experienced general Ubaidullah
b. Ali Bakra in 698, with the order to ‘lay waste the Rutbil’'s
lands, destroy his forts and kill and enslave the people’ if
necessary. ‘Artfully retiring, the Rutbil drew the Mohamedan
army into the defiles, and blocking up the rear, cut off their
retreat and Obaidullah was compelled to purchase his
liberation by the payment of seven hundred thousand dirhams’.
Obaidullah had to promise never to raid this territory again
and he died of grief at the plight of his forces.

In 700-701, AbdurRehman bin Mohammad bin Ashta was
dispatched at the head of a ‘magnificently equipped’ army
with forty thousand men to retrieve the Muslim honour. He
was able to collect considerable booty but failed to have any
territorial gains, nor would he dare to cross swords with Rutbil
—thus incurring the displeasure of Hajjaj. Exasperated by the
threats of being superseded, he determined to carry arms
against his masters and, in order to strengthen his power,
eonducted a treaty with the enemies of the faith (i.e. Rutbil)
that in the event of the success of AbdurReman’s campaign
against the Caliph, the prince of Zabul would be exempt from
any species of tribute or contributions but in case of its failure
the latter would afford him asylum. A great fitna (strife)
followed. The Caliphal throne and the autocratic rule of Hajjaj
were jeopardized for a while but AbdurRehman and his allies
were ultimately trounced in 704. Finally, AbdurReman found
shelter under Rutbil.

This ignominious defeat inflicted by a small frontline
sate of Hindu India was the first major failure faced by
the Arabs. The only comparable event occurred next in

T Elliot and Dowson, History of India, Vol. If, p.415: ‘Biladuri informs us
that under the Caliphate of Muaviya Abdur Rahman son of Samra
penetrated to the city of Kabul and obtained possession of it after a
month's siege (mentioned as siege of ‘one year on p. 414) ... The king
of Kabul made an appeal to the warriors of India and the Mussalmans
were driven out of Kabul'.
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732 when the French successfully pushed back the
Arabs trying to cross over from Spain to France.?

Chhibber rule in Sindh

Frustrated at their dismal failure in Afghanistan, the Arabs
diverted their attention towards Sindh, another border state of
India. The kingdom of Sindh was under the rule of a
Brahmana dynasty (c. 632-712) — the ancestors of the
present-day Chhibber caste of Mohyals. Raja Dahar was its
sovereign ruler. Al Hajjajsent two expeditions against Sindh,
both of whichproved disastrous. Their Arab commanders
were killedand many soldiers taken captive. Incensed by the
repeated failures, another army was assembles with great
care, under the command of Hajjaj’s son-in-law Imad-ud-Din
Mohammad son of Qasim. “Muhammad with 6000 Syrian
horse, flower of armies of Caliph, a camel corps of equal
strength and a baggage train of 3000 camels marched by
way of Shiraz and through Makran — where he was joined by
more troops. His artillery which included a great ballista (i.e.
catapult) known as the “Bride”, worked by 500 men, was sent
by sea to meet him.” By then Sindh had neutralized fourteen
attacks by the Arabs, two of these recently. Raja Dahar took
this contest also sportingly and lost (712). This was the first,
and the only acquisition by Arabs in mainland India. The
surrounding Hindu states of Gujrat, Sindh and Punjab,
managed to contain the Arabs within Sindh — but did not try
to oust them.

Rutbil Murdered Treacherously

After their failure, the Arabs did not attack Zabul again and the
state was in peace for the next century and a half. Gradually
the Arab power waned and the converted Muslims set up
independent kingdoms in the eastern Caliphate — the region

2 This account of Arab invasion of Zabul, based on Khalasat-al-Akhbar
of Mir Khwand (Khondamir), is from narration by Major David Price in his
Mohammedan History ... , Vol I, Chapter XllI, pp. 454-63.
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north and west of Hindu Kush Mountains. One of these was
the ‘Samanids’ of Samarkand/Bukhara. The other was the
‘Saffarids’ of Sistan, established by Yaqub-i-Lais (r. 867-79).
He had acquired considerable power and started attacking
Rutbil’s territory. Overawed by ‘huge hordes of enemy’ on the
battlefield, Yaqub lured Rutbil to a peace meeting, with the
ruse of paying homage and managed to kill him treacherously,
in 870. ‘The victory he achieved was the result of a treachery
and deception such as no one had ever committed’.
(Mohammad Ufi)*The valourous role of the Hindu bstateofZabul
in protectinglndia,was completely oghistorynofnindiaexcluded
from the narration no

South-western Afghanistan, the whole territory west of
Ghazni, was lost to India. The Hindu Shahi state of Kabul
thus became the north-western frontline state of our
country.

Datt Rule in Kabul

By then a Brahman Dynasty had taken over the kingdom of
Kabul. An ancestor of the present-day caste of Datts,
Samantadeva (a.k.a. Lallaya), had been anointed the King of
Kabul during that period. Rajatarangini, the history of Kashmir,
praises him in these words:

Alakhana’ssuppot, the illustrious LalliyvaShahi — who placed
between the rulers of the Darads and Turushkas, ... in whose
town of Udabhanda other kings found safety, ... whose might
glory outshone the kings in the North, ...

This Mohyal sovereign was during that period the most
powerful King in Northern India. His son, Kamalavarman,
enjoyed similar power. When a Muslim governor of Gazni,

3The Cambridge History of India, Vol. lli, p. 2. *“Nuruddin Mohammad Ufi,
Jami ulHikayat, extracts in Elliot and Dowson, History of India by Its Own
Historians, ll, pp. 176-77.
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desecrated a famous Hindu temple located within his own
territory, Kamalavarman invaded and chastised the despoiler.
Samantadev’s grandson, Bhimadev, also continued io rule
~ with power and glory. Devai Stone Inscription, describes him
as gadahast, parambhattarka, maharajadhraj(supreme
sovereign, superior king of great kings, and supreme Lord).

Vaid Rule in Punjab

Bhimdeva did not have a male heir and his kingdom of Kabul
passed on to the VAID dynasty that had been ruling in Punjab
alongside the DATT rule in Kabul. Jayapala thus became the
sovereign ruler of a vast territory between Sirhind and Kabul.
He ruled peacefully for the first two decades of his rule.

Meanwhile, a mutinous Turk commander of the Samanids,
established his own fiefdom in Ghazni, which gradually
gained power under its Amir, Sabuktagin. To nip this budding
evil in bud, Jayapala twice attacked Ghazni but failed in his
objective. In the ensuing hostilities, the Afghanistan part of the
Hindu Kingdom was lost. Sabuktagin of Ghazni was succeeded
by his son Mahmud in 997, who destroyed their erstwhile
masters, the Samanids of Bukhara and the balance of power
tilted heavily in favour of Ghazni. Having secured his western
front, Mahmud then turned east and started his raids into India
proper.

Jayapala, later his son Anandapala and then his grandson
Trilochanapala fought well-contested battles with Mahmud,
over a period of more than two decades, to resist the advance
of Mahmud into mainland India. Finally Punjab was annexed
to the Sultanate of Ghazniin 1021. This bulwark — the Mohyal
rule astride the Khyber Pass for about 150 years — thus
extinguished, India was open to raids by adventurers of all
types from Afghanistan. The hallowed Aryavarta gradually
lost its independence and India had foreign rule for several
centuries, which it could finally shake off in 1947 at a heavy
price. Datt and Vaid dynasties of Kabul and Punjab are known
as the Brahmana Hindu Shahis in Arabic and Sanskrit
chronicles.
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Formation of Mohyal Castes and Biradari

The country was in turmoil. By then India had a taste of this
new religion — ISLAM —which was ruling in Sindh, Afghanistan
and Punjab. To save the Hindu Hindu population from mass
conversions, as happened elsewhere, “the fundamental values
of Dharmshastras were readjusted, not only to restore
continuity but to provide defensive ramparts in order to
present a solid front to an aggressive and alien culture and
religion. ... The Dharmshastras were given a higher sanctity;
the edge of social ostracism was sharpened; infant marriages
became almost universal. ... Caste divided and sub-divided
... but remained unmixed. ... They made compromises with
the rulers when compelled to do so; they served them when
could not help doing so. But they would not let them defile their
homes and castes, social and religious observances by
encouraging indiscriminate contact with the Muslims.™

The Hindus had four Varnas: Brahmana, Kshatriya, Vaishya
and Shudra. (i) These Vamas split up into numerous castes,
each caste with a distinct gotra. (ii) Clusters of castes of the
same Varna, known to each other due to common profession
and habitat, bunched together to form inter-marriage
fraternities or biradaris (like Khukhrain, Tyagis, Bhumhars,
Mohyals ...) and (iii) for instant identity, each person started
suffixing his caste to his name (Krishan Lal became Krishan
Lal Kapoor).

IslaheMohyali (c. 1908) by RaizadaRatan Chand Vaid states
(p.18),thatJaichand, the Raja of Kannauj and Benaras,
performed a RajsuaYajna, at which chiefs of Mohyal tribes
were also invited, as princes of the former ruling Brahman
dynasty ofPunjab.Atthis stage, in c. 1190, our tribes of Punjabi
militant Bramanas, also formed a seven-caste biradari, with
caste names Bali, Bhimwal, Chhibber, Datt, Lau, Mohan, Vaid
— and MOHYAL as the group-name of their Biradari. This is

5 K. M. Munshi, Foreword, Struggle For Empire, p. xXil.
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the history of the formation of Mohyal fraternity (and it also
applies to all other Hindu castes and caste-fraternities in
present day India).

Foreign Rule

The Ghaznavids ruled over Punjab for more than a century
and a half. No Hindu kingdom attacked Lahore to throw out
the Turks. A Ghauri dynasty of Afghanistan uprooted the
kingdom of Ghazni. Muhammad Ghauri, of that dynasty,
defeated Khusrav Malik, the last Ghaznavid ruler of Punjab in
1186 and appointed his own governor at Lahore. Later, he
fought two battles with Prithvi Raj Chauhan and gained
control over Delhi. In 1206 he was killed, allegedly by (Hindu)
Khokhars of Punjab in his tent on the bank of river Sindh,
while returning to Afghanistan. QutabuddinAibak, Muhammad’s
trusted slave and viceroy at Delhi, declared himself as
sovereign of Delhi — starting the Slave (Mamluk) dynasty. The
Khiljis, Tughlags, Syeds and the Lodis followed them — up to
1526.

During this period of Sultanates (1206-1526), the Mongol
adventurers from Afghanistan, and beyond, continued their
frequent raids into India — plundering, slaying and ravishing
the unfortunate population, which was already groaning under
the bigoted rule of the foreigners. Invasion by Temur Ling, the
Turkish scourge, in 1398, was a heart rending episode of
bloodshed, rape and enslavement for the Hindu masses of
North India. The area astride the first leg of the highway from
Afghanistan to Delhi, was the traditional homeland of Mohyals.
They must have suffered on each occasion whether these
marauders returned with booty or without it. Babur defeated
Ibrahim Lodi, the last of the Sultans, at Panipat on 21 April,
1526 and laid the foundation of the Mughal Empire.

Guru NanakDeyv, the founder of Sikh religion, was in Punjab
at that time. He has described the prevailing situation in such
words: “Kings are butchers, cruelty their knife, justice has
taken wings, falsity prevails ... wealth and beauty of women
both proved to be their bane, they were forcibly taken away
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and dishonoured ...” His “shabd”to this effect are enshrined
in Granth Sahib.

The Mughal political system was based on despotic militarism.
They continued the policy of uninterrupted territorial expansion.
By the time Aurangzeb, the last of the “Great Mughals” died
(1707) the Mughal Empire had expanded to unmanageable
proportions. The letter written by Aurangzeb from death bed
is very pathetic and touching: “l was devoid of administrative
(tact) and care for the welfare of the people. (My) dear life has
been spent in vain. ... The whole (royal) army (in Deccan) is
confused and confounded. The army is restless like me ..."

The Mughal dynasty failed to produce capable heirs. With the
partial exception of Bahadur Shah (1707-1712) none of the
successors of Aurangzeb had the qualities of kingship. They
were reduced to an unenviable position of being the nominees
of their supporters, instead of being their leader. After Bahadur
Shah several puppet kings were put on the throne in quick
succession between 1712 and 1719. We are interested here
in Muhammad Shah who was proclaimed emperor on 29
September 1719 and ruled up to 1748. The main interest of
historians in the political sphere during his reign, centers on
the expansion of the Maratha influence. They spread the
network of their activity from Gujrat to Bengal, and from the
Narmada to the Yamuna and even up to the Ravi. There was
none to obstruct the terrific onrush of their progress. But the
most momentous event during the rule of Muhammad Shah
was the invasion of Nadir Shah of Iran in 1739. The wealth
accumulated by the Sultans and Emperors (during 348 years,
after the sack of Delhi by Temur Ling) “changed hands in a
moment”. Nadir Shah decamped with every valuable thing,
including Peacock throne (wrought out of 1150 kgs of gold
and 230 kgs of precious stones) to the priceless Koh-i-
Nurdiamond. Having satisfied his lust for money, Nadir
demanded the hand of a Mughal princess for his son
Nasrullah. There was display of illuminations and lavish
entertainment to celebrate the marriage, while the people of
Delhi were in a state of mourning for their personal losses.
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Before leaving, Nadir Shah obtained a promise of a tribute of
twenty lakh rupees annually from Lahore and confirmed the
appointments of the governor of Lahore and Multan. Vazirs
(Prime Ministers) of both places were Hindus — LakhpatRai
and Kaura Mal, respectively. But Mohammad Shah greviously
antagonized the Mohyals by forcible conversion of their kin.
The otherwise loyal Mohyals, would not brook this insult to
their self-respect and a whole clan of MOHANS of Mamdot
accepted martyrdom at the battlefield against the emperor —
for the sake of their honour. That account follows.

28



THE HISTORY OF
MOHANS OF MAMDOT

The history of Mohans was first recorded in the Pothi of Rai
Seegarh(Book by Rai Seegarh). This book was available to
the writers of Mohyal History in the early twentieth century
(Russel Stracey and Raizada Hari Chand Vaid) but has since
been lost after the Partition in 1947. A detailed Jangnama
Mohanan in verse had earlier been compiled on the basis of
the Pothi. Fortunately this was reproduced in his Mohyal
History (Urdu) by Chaudhry Gauri Shankar Datt ‘Sagar’
Kanjrurvi, which was printed at Lahore, in 1923.50One or two
copies of Gauri Datt’'s Mohyal History are still around. Unless
Jangnama Mohanan is now rendered in Hindi and republished,
this rare document, which has the sanctity of an ‘original
source’, will also be lost like its predecessor — the Pothi. The
post-Partition writers, like Chuni Lal Datt (1955) and P. N. Bali
(1986) have mainly followed Stracey and Vaid — apparently
without access to Jangnama Mohanan.

The sister of Jayapala Vaid was married in a Mohan family.
His sister's son, Sukhapala, is mentioned in the Muslim
chronicles (Utbi) as Nawasa Shah and aulad maluk Hind (son
of a ruler of India). Sukhapala became a prisoner in one of the
earlier battles with the Ghaznavids and was forcibly converted
to Islam. He was left in charge of the Indian territoriesconquered
by Mahmud Ghaznavi up to 1006. But he abjured Islam and
revolted. In a surprise attack, Mahmud captured Sukhapala
and put him in prison. Sukhpala outlived Mahmud, escaped
from prison after his death and came to Punjab. Forming a
confederacy of chieftains of the hill states he attacked Lahore
(in 1043-44), then a part of the Ghaznavid Empire. The
Muslim chiefs were then in great disarray but realising the
gravity of the situation, they closed ranks. The Hindus
besieged the town for seven months but could not conquer it.
Sukhpala was slain in that battle.”This campaign by Sukhpala

SChaudhry Gauri Shankar Datt ‘Sagar Kanjrurvi, Mohyal History (Urdu)
(MohyalMittar Press, Lahore), pp. 121-137
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was the last attempt by a Mohyal to regain their kingdom of
Lahore.

Dhankot, near Kalabagh, on the bank of river Indus was the
stronghold of the Mohans. During the time of Mahmud
Ghaznavi, when Sukhapala had been converted to the Muslim
faith, the power of Mohans began to decline. Through
Sukhapala’s intercession they were allowed to retain
possession of Dhankot for some time but were ultimately
dispossessed by Masud | (r. 1030-40), son of Mahmud. The
strategic region of Dhankot was made over to Awans, who
have continued to inhabit it since then.?

The head of Mohan clan passed some time in unsettled state
under the Khokhars. (They must have been around when
Sukhapala mobilized forces for attack on Lahore in 1043).
Having received honours at the RajsuaYajna of Jai Chand, he
spent some time with the Raja of Malwa and subsequently at
Ratanpur in Chaj Doab (the territory between the rivers
Chanab and Jhelum). The name of Ratanpur appears in old
ballads but its location cannot be identified now.

From time to time the Mohyals appear in Mathura. “For being
Brahmanas, their right to reside there was undisputed, while
their military instincts were essential to protect the sacred
shrines and temples from pollution or destruction from
barbarians and iconoclasts. Thus we find ancestors of the
Chhibbers, Datts and Mohans occupying prominent positions
at Mathura in this earlier period.” (Stracey, p. 39) In course of
time one Bhagwan Das migrated to Mathura. He had three
sons named Gokul, Mathra Das and Hari Kishan. The last

’J. L. Mehta, Advanced Study in the History of Medieval India, p. 53,
footnote 33. Also John Briggs, Rise of Mahomedan Power in India
(Ferishta),p. 70.

8T. P. Russel Stracey, The History of the Mohyals, p.43.

The Awans are exclusively Muslim and their ancestor QutabShahb is
believed fto have accompanied Mahmud Ghaznavi fo India. They
continued to inhabit theKalabagh region up to the Partition in 1947.
They are a martial tribe and were recruited in large numbers in the
British army and even lafer.
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took residence in Kashi (Varanasi). His son Abnashi Ram,
desirous of purifying himself in the Ganges and Yamuna
proceeded to Delhi during the Muslim rule. Here he found
favour with Timru Shah — according to verse six of Jang
Nama Mohanan(and NOTTimur Ling, as erroneously
mentioned by some writers of Mohyal History books). The
latter's success induced the Amir to send for “Mohan Maiya
Das” who was also held in great esteem at the court. Maiya
Das had two distinguished sons — Harichand and Harnand —
who were appointed as commanders in the royal army. They
marched to the south with a force and acquitted themselves
creditably. They were both appointed as Dewans by Miran
Shah (?). Sultan Muhammd Khan, son of Miran Shah, was a
powerful King. During his reign Dewan Hiranand built “the first
fort Dhankot” (Pratham kot Dhankot Mohan Mabhan ne
kotbanaya). Mohans carried out orders given by the king —
and this way time passed. (vide, verses six to fourteen of the
Jangnama Mohanan and Stracey p.39)°

Before proceedingfurther, a commentabout Dhankot. As
stated already, Mohans had lost their stronghold of Dhankot
on the bank of river Sindh in the eleventh century. Given an
opportunity they built “their first fort-town” at a new location
and out of nostalgia appear to have named it Dhankot. It was
thirty kosfrom Mamdot— which place finds a mention very
much later in the narration. This will clarify the confusion
which arises when Dhankot appears several times during the
hostilities between the Mohansof Mamdotand the Mughal
forces in the reign of Muhammad Shah. Coming to attack
Mamdot, the imperial forces would encamp at Dhankot Fort,
probably the first fort on the periphery of Mamdot. Garh
Dhankot tis kos par deralayo (verse 40) and during the
second attack Garh Dhankot ke tis kos utare kar dera (verse
78).

Proceeding with the history of Mohans as in the Jangnama,
Harjas Rai Mohan was a Dewan in the court of the first Mughal

° Kings are known by several names and aliases. It is difficult to identify
Timru Shah, Miran Shah and Sultan Muhammad Khan (verses 6-10) who
extended patronage to the Mohan stalwarts. This relates to Delhi
Suftanate period, preceding the Mughal rule.
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Emperor Babar who conferred on him the title of Sultan. This
honour was without conversion to Islam for the bard again
stresses that Mohans were at that time sarmukat i.e. shiromani
of the seven branches (of Mohyals) and identifies them with
their Kashyapgotra and Madhni (Madhyandini) shakha. Mohans
continued to obey the commands of Himayun (?). One Kirpa
Ram Mohan conquered many territories. This verse is placed
between the references to Himayun and Akbar. But still it is
not clear on whose behalf these victories were achieved by
the Mohan stalwart. (c.f. verses fifteen to twenty of the
Jangnama).

The Massacre of Mohans at Mamdot

From the next verse (twentyone) Jangnama Mohanan
describes the tragic drama of the martyrdom of Mohans of
Mamdot on a point of honour, during the reign of the Mughal
Emperor, Muhammad Shah, during whose rule (1719-48)
Nadir Shah of Iran invaded Delhi.

Muhammad Shah Badshah ne Mansa Ram bulaiyo.(v. 21)
Muhammad Shah Badshah aakhe saath lai saropa,
Mansa Ram tun Punjab andar jaa. (v. 22)
Yeh hukam paye Punjab andar chale aayo,

Dewan Mansa Ram ka Prahlad Rai jas gaayo. (v. 23)
Lahore ka Dewan kiya hai Mansa Ram,

Mughal aur Pathan jite karan salaam. (v. 24)

Badshah Muhammad Shah called for Mansa Ram, duly
honoured him and asked him to proceed to Punjab (on a
military assignment). After receiving this order Mansa Ram
came to Punjab (and completed his mission successfully) for
which Prahlad Rai highly eulogizes him. The Mughal and
Pathan nobles all came to pay obeisance to Mansa Ram.

Dewan Mansa Ram kapoothaiSewa Ram,

Sapoot hai Sewa Ram ka poot Jai Ram. (v. 25)
Jai Ram chander-sarup Badshah lubhayo,

Pakar jabardast Punjab se le ayo. (v. 26)
Begman Badshah se kahi baat banaa,
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Jai Ram seti aap beti ka karo nikah. (v. 27)
Aisi baat sun Badshah ne khub pai chhal,

Tum leo beti shahzadi, naal saade ral. (v. 28)
Jai Ram ne jai kahi Sewa Ram se saari gal,

Nas chalo baap ji Punjab andar chal. (v. 29)

Dewan Mansa Ram’s son was Sewa Ram, whose son was
Jai Ram. Jai Ram was very handsome (chandar swarup). He
was forcibly brought from Punjab and the Begum was asked
to give her daughter in marriage to Jai Ram. Emperor tried to
enthuse Jai Ram that by marrying the princess he would
become one of them i.e. member of the royal family.Jai Ram
reported the whole plot to his father Sewa Ram and suggested
that they flee to Punjab — which they did. The Emperor got Jai
Ram back to Delhi. He was taken in custody, the Begum’s
daughter was married to him and he was forced to dine with
the princess from the same plate. Thus converted to Islam,
Jai Ram came to be known as Thakar Shah a.k.a Khizar.

At the spread of the news, the Mohans, whose capital was at
Mamdot, determined to rescue Jai Ram and challenged the
king to the battle. The king ordered his commander Hashmat
- Khan to be equipped with the armaments of war and to march
to Mamdot. When the commander reached within thirty kos,
at the fort of Dhankot, he pitched his tent. Hashmat conveyed
to the Mohans that he was equipped with two hundred
thousand horse and if they sought their safety they should
submit to the imperial troops. The Mohans discussed the
issue among them and conveyed back that they were ready
to decide the issue at the battlefield. (Eh salah Mohanan
aapas wich thehrai, Jai kaho Hashmat Khan se karsan khoob
larai.) Hashmat Khan thereupon directed his Mughal and
Afghan forces to commence the attack on Mamdot. The
Mohans resisted bravely and eventually succeeded in defeating
the imperial force. Many of their officers were taken prisoner
— including Hashmat Khan. The disaster incensed the king
who directed that a vast army commanded by himself in
person should proceed to Mamdot and extirpate the Mohans.
Gobind and Mathura Das who were the heads of the clan
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consulted their people and advised them to fight in a manner
that their prowess may be sung by the generations to come.
(Aisa keejo jang, purush naari jas gave). Apitched battle
ensued near the fort of Dhankot for twenty four hours. A large
number of Mohan warriors — 288 of them were martyred.
Namesof 72 leading men among them have been given in the
Jangnama(names reproduced by Russel Stracey and P. N.
Bali). “The king had it proclaimed that there was no surviving
Mohan and the people said that thereafter there would be no
Mohan.” The King however ordered his men that none of the
victors should touch the bodies of the slain, and permitted
their women to come to the battle field to identify and recover
the bodies of their brave husbands:

Aawan aan ke naar dekh ke murde chavan,
Aapan parkhan saath naar sati ho jaawan. (v. 87)

The ladies would identify the bodies of their brave husbands
and commit sati with due rituals. The few survivors of the
battle fled and settled in different parts of the country. After
this grim tragedy Mohans led a bereaved and haunted life for
a long time. Small in numbers, the Mohans do not seem to
have regained the famed “Mohyali swagger.”

Prahlad Rai bhatf(the bard of the family) went to Delhi and
apprised Jai Ram alias Thakar Shah about the blood shed at
Mamdot. He made a fervent plea to him to return. “For the
sake of a lad the Mohan clan is hurt; you are the darling of our
family, get up and accompany us back”. (Ekbachepichhe
Mohan kulhoyaghayal, tu Mohan saade bans da uth chal
saade naal). Thakar Shah was deeply shaken and distressed
at the thought of his family being obliterated, as he himself
stood ostracized from Hinduism consequent upon his
conversion to Islam. With the king's permission he travelled
to Lahore and met his father Sewa Ram a.k.a. Sadhu Ram.

Milya Thakar Shah baap Saadhu de tain,
Milya baap beta tan bharya aaseen bhar aayin. (v. 116)

After a very sentimental meeting Thakur Shah persuaded his
father Sadhu Ram to remarry. Through Prahlad Rai he
arranged Sadhu Ram’s marriage with Bhagwanti, daughter of
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Bhag Mal Datt of Kanjrur. With approval from the king, the
marriage was solemnized at Dhankot.The old age nuptials of
Sadhu Ram blossomed. (Ek boota kai tehnian, pat hovan
hazar). He settled at Veeram — a village close to Kanjrur. It
appears that three sons — Sarang, Manak and Phonun —
constituted the first generation descended from Sadhu Ram.
(verses 145, 147 and 149) The Jangnama gives several
names of the members of the early generations of this Mohan
family but their mutual relationship is not very clear.

Mohans of Pind Dadan Khan

According to Mohyal History books these Mohans stayed in
Veeram for about three generations but were compelled to
migrate from there, except for one family that stayed back.
One of their leaders, Dilbagh Rai (or Dujan Rai), made Bhera
his home from where his wife hailed. His grandson, Gulab Rai
son of Tara Chand, shifted from Bhera to Pind Dadan Khan,
where he founded the Mohalla Mohanan.From time to time
some member from the descendant generations of Gulab Rai
would leave Pind Dadan Khanand settle elsewhere in the
region. According to Stracey (pp. 42-44) during his time such
‘emigrees’ were settled at Sagri, Rawal Pindi, Tehi, Talagang,
Musa Khel, Ahmedabad, Mirpur and Mohbazpur (now all in
Pakistan). Apart from the Mohans of Pind Dadan Khan stock,
there were several other families also that styled themselves
as Mohans from Mamdot. Not descended from Gulab Rai of
Pind Dadan Khan they were the progeny of the survivors of
the battle at Mamdot who managed to escape.

Vanshavali of Mohans of Pind Dadan Khan

The Mohans of PindDadan Khan possess a rare legacy. They
have a full-grown Family Tree (Vanshavali) covering almost
the entire stock descended from Gulab Rai. This document
had been with my family for about one century and was
brought along with a few possessions that could be carried
during migration from Pakistan at the time of the Partition. Its
manuscript (in Urdu) is written by the pen (bakalam khud) of
my father Sardar Chand Mohan in 1920, who during his life
time continued efforts to update it. Concerted efforts were
made by me some time ago, through Mohyal Mittar, to bring
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it up to date. Several brethren supplied their detailed pedigrees
which were carefully dovetailed into the master document by
identifying names of ancestors of earlier generations, common
in both. Computer typed/printed copies, of the compilation (of
24 A-4 size pages) were supplied to a dozen correspondents,
ensuring that this data will not be lost to the posterity. Later,
a limited number of copies have been got printed beautifully
on thick paper by Sh. O. P. Mohan, Senior Vice President of
GMS. A copy can be obtained from him/GMS on request.
Someone should come forward to assume the ‘guardianship’
of this Vanshavali and make efforts to keep it updated, by
adding the names of new generation in a ‘master-copy’.

Towards the end, Jangnama Mohanan gives the names of
the members of a few generations of one particular branch of
Mohans of Pind Dadan Khan, descended from Gulab
Rai.These names mostly tally with the data in the Vanshavali,
further substantiating its authenticity.

EPILOGUE

Young Jai Ram Mohan — son of Sadhu Ram and grandson of
Mansa Ram Mohan, both of whom held high offices in the
court of a Mughal Emperor — had to marry a royal
princess.Ordinarily it would appear to be an honour and a
normal event during the Muslim rule. The upper elite of a
kingdom is usually knit together through marital bonds. But
the event convulsed the Mohyal (Mohan) clan. Notice the
poignancy of the wrath and pain as expressed in their letter
to the Emperor:

Hamra Musalmaan tudh Jai Ram banaayo,

Aisa kabhi anarth dusht sunanaa nahin paayo. (v. 71)
“You have converted our Jai Ram (forcibly) to Islam,

Ye, O, tyrant such a wrong-doing is unheard of.”

As we know from the Mohyal History earlier, during the rule of
Babur, a girl (of Marwaha caste) who was being forced by a
Muslim faujdar to marry him, sought shelter with the Datt clan
of Paniar, who sacrificed themselves, again in an unequal
contest, to protect the honour of the girl. Some of our young
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readers may be surprised at the violent reaction of our Mohyal
ancestors in both these cases. The protest was not so much
against the marriage but the inevitable ‘forced’ conversion of
Jai Ram, as also the Marwaha girl, to Islam for the marriage
to be legal according to Muslim law. And because in both
cases the proposal came from persons in power, the
conversion would be executed by force.

Islam does not permit a believer (Muslim) to marry a non-
believer (Non-Muslim). A Muslim is not permitted to opt out of
Islam, for any reason — the penalty for this is death. So it is
always the other party in this incompatible pairing that has to
convert to Islam before marriage. As rulers, the Muslims
could enforce this. It was for this reason that during the long
period of Muslim rule, the Hindus made certain social
adjustments so that they could carry on trade or employment
with the Muslims. But they remained two distinct groups
within the Indian society, without ever sharing betior rofi i.e.
completely eschewing inter-marriages and inter-dining. It was
a part of the defensive rampart against an alien and aggressive
religion. This basic enigma remains unresolved because
Islam believes that its religious injunctions are immutable and
do not permit any deviation.

That some Rajputs gave their sisters or daughters in marriage
to the Mughal princes was not social integration: it was a one-
way process. No Mughal princess ever married a Rajput. And
if there was such a case, the Rajput male, by virtue of his
having to convert to Islam, lost his Rajput identity (bonds with
his parent family) permanently.

The Mohyals were not prepared for such a compromise.
Ready to accept government jobs and, serving loyally, they
would not forsake their own faith and beliefs. Professional
loyalty was a matter of pride for them. Personal faith (their
Hindu religion) was a matter of honour and belief. There was
a LakshmanRekha (un-crossable boundary) between the
two and a Mohyal would not compromise on this — even if he
had to sacrifice his life and the lives of all others dear to him.

It should not go un-noticed that the forcible conversion of Jai
Ram was not a personal issue pertaining to the family of
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Sadhu Ram: it was an affront to the honour (izzat) of the
whole bans (Mohan fraternity) of Mamdot. It is not Sadhu Ram
who is seen agitating the clan or organizing the defence.
Gobind and Mathra Das, the elders of the Mohan fraternity at
Mamdot, are holding confabulations and decide to give a
befitting response through martyrdom — for it was an unequal
fight. Ek bache pichhe bans Mohan kul hoya ghayal: The
whole Mohan clan was destroyed for the sake of a child. This
togetherness, or unity and self-esteem, of Mohyals was
proverbial throughout the ages. Through this code of honour,
and sacrifices, they saved the Mohyal identity of their flock.

Mohyal Kavits

During the long foreign rule, most of the history of Mohyals
was preserved through ‘kavits’ or verses, composed by their
bhatts (bards) who recited these during special gatherings to
inspire them. An effort was made, at a very late stage, to get
these and record them in writing — first in Stracey’s book
(1911). The following are reproduced from Stracey (pp. 69-70):

Lau Lakhiye kartuti bhare, Sakhi, safi, santokhi sare.

LAUS are the doers of deeds of much respect. They are
charitable, truthful and content. (1)

Chhibber chhab ke dhani ghanere, Janki sobha karen
changere.

CHHIBBERS hold masterly accomplishments and are admired
by all who are lovers of good. (2)

Bali bal ke bali kahaven, Ran men jhujen pichhan na javen.

BALIS are known as leading in the field with no thought of
turning back. (3)

Viadan hath katari sobhe, Chartal sheran ran wich sobhe.

VAIDS look their best with sword in hand, Valiant and
staunch, a lion band. (4)

Date Datdan de poore, Hath de sakhi teg de sure.

DATTS give freely in charity to attain the ends of peace. But claim
the power of the sword fill strife and warfare cease.  (5)

Sabhon saras Bhimwal jo hovan, Jahan hath karen da liddar
dhovan.
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The BHIMWALS to Utopian heights aspire,

Where idleness shall cease her sway.

And by industry and zeal, to take,

The thorn of poverty from out the way. (6)
Mohan baithan masnad la ke,

Saras Mohyal Nand Bhat akhe.

Where all do work and bear,

The burden of toil and heat,

MOHAN exchanges the curse of drudgery,

For the comforts of the cushioned seat. (7)
Under mentioned Kavits (Ballads) then follow:

Lakh baksh Lau Saras Datt Daliddar badaren, Badyai nit Vaid
dharam Chhibber man dharen.

LAU, the bestower of lakhs, DATT the remover of penury,
VAID commanding admiration, CHHIBBER the love of Dharam
duty. (1)

Budh bali Bali Bhimwal dan dene ujagar, Mohan sab jag saras
dan sure mat sagar.

BALI, the strong in and BHIMWAL famous for offering charities;
MOHAN the admittedly superior all over the world, courageous
in bestowing gifts and all-wise. (2)

And to wind up:

Muhiyal kahaven so karen kartut changeri, Muhiyal kahave
so dan den karan daleri.

He who aspires to the Muhiyal’s part, must, Praiseworthy be
and have a generous heart,

He who would a Muhiyal be,

Must act courageously and freely give in charity. Muhiyal
kahavan kathan hai, mukh kahe na ho Muhiyal; Deve
dilave ran bhire, tab kahiye Muhiyal. It is not easy to be
counted a Muhiyal,He is fit to be called a Muhiyal, Whose ear
is attuned to the battle call.

R.T. Mohan,
Panchkula

e.mail :rtmwrite@yahoo.co.in
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CREDIBILTY OF MOHYAL HISTORY

For one hundred years, written history of Mohyals has
remained a private Gospel of the community. The professional
historians (Mohyals included) indexed it as fables and legends
because its claims were not supported by any historical
sources.

The position has since changed with our authenticated
narration in the book AFGHANISTAN REVISITED: The
Brahmana Hindu Shahis of Afghanistan and Punjab (c. 840-
1026 CE) by R. T. MOHAN. Mohyal History is now receiving
recognition and acceptability as an interesting sub-chapter of
History of India, which was earlier missing from its narration,
having been suppressed by foreign rulers. This Mohyal History
book has since been REVIEWED in the following prestigious
Journals:

1. THE JOURNAL OF THE UNITED SERVICE INSTITUTION
OF INDIA, Vol CXLII, April-June 2012, Pages 307-308.

2. ITIHAS DARPAN, Vol. 16(1), April 2011, pages 120-125.
ITIHAS DARPAN is the prestigious Research Journal of
Akhil Bhartiya Itihas SankalanYojna, New Delhi.

Research Papers published in ITIHAS DARPAN:

3. ORIGIN OF CASTE AND MOHYAL BRAHAMANAS
ITIHAS DARPAN, Vol. XIX (1), April 2014, pages 83-88.

4. THREE GLORIOUS CENTURIES OF HINDU HISTORY:
Early Indo-Islamic History (c. 640-1000 CE) of Afghanistan
and Punjab. ITIHAS DARPAN, Vol. XX (1), April, 2015
(Varshapratipada).

5. SYNOPSIS of MOHYAL HISTORY / Mohyal ltihas
Praveshika, a booklet summarising Mohyal History, is
available free of charge from Mohyal Sabha, Panchkula.
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