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1.ES T ABL IS HM EN T O FGEN ER AL M O HYAL S ABHA

In thenineteenth century,legionsofChristianM issionariesfollow ed theBritish soldiersinto

India.Brow beating the Hindusfortheiridolw orship and eulogizing superiority ofw estern

education w ere theirfavourite w eapons.T hey w ere keen to redeem the soulsofheathens,

w ithouttakingam easureofthedepth ofspirituality ofIndicreligions.Duringthatperiod of

foreign culturaloffensive,S w am iDayanand cam e out w ith em phasison Hindu Dharm aas

enunciated in the Vedasalongside the need for(the unavoidable)m odern education – w ith

our nationalculturalunderpinning. T he Arya S am ajand Dayanand Anglo Vedic (DAV)

educationalinstitutionsw ere the great ram partsagainst culturalstorm ing by the British

Colonialpow er.T here w asam assresurgence forthism ission and the M ohyalsw ere in the

forefrontofthiscrusadeatL ahore,asinotherseveralplaces.

Engaged in socialreform sin Hindu society,the M ohyalcrusadersdecided to do som ething

fortheirow n com m unity also.T hey established aM ohyalM itterS abha(FriendsofM ohyal

S ociety),on 24 M ay 1891,at L ahore.T he sm allM ohyalcom m unity w asw idely spread.S o,

the next im portant step w asto have itsow n journaland the first issue ofM ohyalM itter

cam eoutinS eptem ber,1891.

T heclarioncallforM ohyalstoorganizethem selveshad aninstanteffect.L ocalS abhasw ere

set up in Abbottabad,Jhelum ,P ind Dadan Khan,Gujrat,Kanjrur,R aw alP indi,S ialkot in

1891: and S hahpur,Q uetta,Jam m u,L akhanw alaand S irinagarin 1892.O therplacesalso

follow ed thislead.500 copiesofM ohyalM itterw ere beingpublished in 1895 and itsyearly

subscription w asR upeestw o (not an insignificant am ount forthose tim es).In 1901,the

nam e ofthe M ohyalM itterS abhaw aschanged to the GeneralM ohyalS abha(GM S ).T he

localsabhasaffiliated to itw ere called M ohyalS abhas. T hese are the m ore popularnam es

about the Founding Fathers: BakshiR am DasChhibber of Bhera,Bk. Jog Dhian Baliof

L ahore,Bk.GokulChand ChhibberofAbbottabad,Ch.Ganesh DasDatt ofL ahore,M ehta

DheraM alDattofM iani,R zd.M aharajKishan Vaid ofJheurKotly,districtS ialkot,M ehtaL al

Chand M ohan ofHardow al,Ch.R am BhajDatt and Ch.HiraS ing Datt both ofKanjrurand

R zd.BarkatR am Vaid. W ebow inobeisancetothesestalw arts,and allothers,w how orked

hard tosw ay anarchaicM ohyalsociety.T hey had honed theirskillsforsocialserviceinArya

S am ajand it isinteresting to note from old records,particularly the proceedingsofthe

AnnualConferences,how m eticulously and persistently they w ent about theirobjectives,

w ith am issionary spirit.It appearsthatM ohyalConference,lasting tw o orthree days,w as

theoccasionforstocktaking,introspectionandforw ardsplanning.

Follow ingthreeAS S O O L orGuiding Principles,w erelaiddow nfortheM ohyalM itterS abha.

1.T o prom ote unity,bondingand m utualinter-action am ongtheM ohyalcom m unity

andtow orkforitsw elfare.



2.T o give practicalshape to those principlesand custom sw hich w ere laid dow n by

the M ohyalelderson the occasion ofestablishing the Com m unity and to reform

such(unhealthy)custom sashavebeenadoptedfrom othercom m unities.

3.T o enthuse the com m unity foracquiring highereducation and arrange forthe

m aintenanceand educationoforphaned children. (Em phasisadded)

It is our considered view that, with changing times, the nuances may be different, but these

Guiding Principles remain very relevant for the community even in the present times. Kindly

keep these guidelines in mind, vis-à-vis the present times, as we proceed with this discussion.

Havinglaid dow ntheseGuidingP rinciples,ourFoundingFatherstriedtoidentify thespecific

problem softhe com m unity and the course ofaction that the organisation could take for

theirredressal,in consultation w ith the w hole Biradari.According to the July 1893 issue of

M ohyalM itter,an Agendaoffollow ing points(identified problem s)w asprepared forthe

consideration ofM ohyalConference (proposed conclave ofM ohyalcom m unity)fortheir

considerationanddecisionforfollow -upaction.

(1).JoiningofArm edForces.

(2).Dastur-al-am alM ohyali:CodeofS ocialConductforM ohyals.

(3).M atrim onialR eform s.

(4).Helpand Educationoforphansandw idow s.

(5).M ohyalBoardingHouse.

(6).Exchangingview sonsocialcustom sofM ohyals.

T he First M ohyalConference could not be organized before 1902. A conference,as

envisaged,w asasort ofcom m unity’schintam shivir and not just agalashow ,orroutine

approval. T he progressm ade,in respectofeach problem ,w asperiodically checked during

each subsequent annualconference and course correction m ade,ifnecessary.T hus,the

w hole com m unity rem ained involved from ‘identification’ to ‘resolution’ ofthe problem .

T hisishow the eventofM ohyalConference cam e to be so popularand im portant.N ow w e

survey theactiontakenonim portantissues.
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