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2.EDU CAT IO N

EnthusingyoungM ohyalsto pursue higher,asalso technicaland vocationaleducation,w as

the m anifest objective ofitsvariousschem es– w hich facilitated the process,by grant of

scholarshipsand otherm eans. T hey w ere also encouraged to appearat the com petitive

exam inations. An Education Fund w asestablished asearly asDecem ber1891.And in 1897,

out ofatotalcorpusofR s.2,228-asum ofR s2,000-w asplaced at the disposalofthe

M anagingCom m itteeoftheDAV College,L ahoreforgivingscholarshipstoM ohyalstudents.

Inspiredby it,individualM ohyalsalsoestablishedsim ilarendow m ents.

(i) BakshiGokulChand M em orialFund (1901)forIndustrialT rainingscholarshipsto

M ohyalstudents.

(ii) R aizadaN arsinghDasS cholarshiptoaVedicstudentinDAV College.

(iii) Bakshi R am DasChhibber Industrial S cholarships– 15 scholarshipsat DAV

IndustrialM iddleS chool.

M ohyalscontinued to donate liberally forthe Education Fund and it w asalw aysin excess.

Girls’ educationw asalsoencouraged.

Mohyal Ashram

L ahore w asthe centre forhighereducation and studentsfrom alloverP unjab,Kashm irand
N W FP (now P akhtunkhw aP rovince ofP akistan) cam e there.It w ascalled the O xford of
India.Itw asfeltvery early by GM S thataBoardingHousew asneeded atL ahoreforthestay
ofM ohyalstudentscom ing from outside.S o aBoarding House w asopened forthem in a
rented building in AnarkaliBazar,L ahore,in 1895.Atone tim e there w ere 13 studentsin it
butitw asnotfunctioningsm oothly and hadtobeclosed dow n.In the Mohyal Conference in
1909, it was decided to construct our own building for the purpose – to be called M ohyal
Ashram . It w asan am bitiousproject at that stage and paucity of fundsw asa big
im pedim ent.T he firstdonation forthe Ashram cam e in February 1911 from BakshiGanpat
S inghDattofM alkhanw ala,w hosew ifehad expired and w hodonated allthegold and silver
jew elry ofhislate w ife to GM S forconstruction ofaroom in the nam e ofhisw ife.An
am ountofR s.883-w asrealized from the sale ofthese ornam ents.Itw asin thisyearitself
thataplotm easuring5 Kanalsand 19 M arlasw aspurchased from aM uslim vendorand the
price ofR s.2975-could be m et,partly,by aloan ofabout R s.700 from the Bank on the
surety ofthethen P residentand ViceP resident!At the Gujranwala Conference in 1915, the
Conference authorized the General Mohyal Sabha to undertake the construction of the
hostel and complete it but the problem offundsrem ained.R ise in pricesdue to the First
W ord W aradded to the w oesofthe organisers(the office bearersofGM S ).W ithoutgoing
intofurtherdetails,am iniBoardinghousew asconstructed in1921,underthesupervisionof
M ehta Dhera M al Datt,at the total cost of R s. 25,217,w hich included R s. 10,000-
transferred from the Education Fund.W ith m ore donations– 5,000;8,000;2300 and som e
sm allercontributions– the projectw ascom pleted in1927,atthe totalcostofR s.46,502.It



had 37 single occupancy room s,six triple occupancy room sforstudentspluskitchen,guest
room andofficeprem isesetc.

It isnote-w orthy that (a) A problem had been identified (need foraBoarding House in
L ahore)(b)T he finalsolution w asto construct ourow n building forit.(c)T he project w as
not abandoned ifGM S did not have fundsofthat m agnitude (d)T he focusdid not w aver
even ifit tookaquarterofacentury to com plete it.(e)Mark who is taking the decisions?
Not the President and other office bearers of GMS (f)M ohyalConference – in otherw ords
the GeneralBody ofM ohyalcom m unity – givesthe directionsforeach m ove.(g)And w ho
w ere the P residentsreceiving and executing the directions? T hey w ere stalw artsin their
ow n right:Ch.Jagan N ath Datt 1906-07 (S ecretary,Ch.HiraS ingh Datt);M ehtaDheraM al
Datt1908 (S h.R am R attan Chhibber);Bk.Jog Dhian Bali1910-12;S h.R am R attan Chhibber
1913-28.BhaiP erm anand Chhibberalso acted asS ecretary.You find these nam esam ong
thelistofFoundingFathers,givenabove.

The community was discussing and taking decisions: The Office Bearers were doing the
difficult part of executing these. The tail was not wagging the dog.

S o,it w asatruly dem ocraticfunctioning.T he Mohyali Biradari (not supposed to be highly
educated lot,atthatstage)tookthe decisionsatConferences,after prolonged discussions;
the O ffice Bearersexecuted these,asbest asthey could;reporting backtheirproblem s,if
they couldnotexecute.

R everting to ourdiscussion:W hatw asthe result,ifany,ofthese actionsby GM S to exhort
thecom m unity tow ardshighereducationandtryingtofacilitateit?

AccordingtotheS hahpurGazetteerof1897:
W hen the figuresare com pared by castes,at the top ofthe list com e the M ohial
Brahm ans,w hose occupation ischiefly service in the arm y,offices; then com e the
Hindu tradingcastesofKhatriand Arora...”

Itisrem arkable,w hen you considerthat,even then,M ohyalsw ereavery sm allcom m unity,
ascom pared to Khatrisetc.Khatrisand Arorasofbusinesscom m unity,constituted the bulk
oftheHindu population.

Andnow ,extractsfrom theGazetteerofJhelum Districtof1904,pp.120-121:

T heM uhiyals– T heM uhiyalsdonotnum berm orethan som eeleventhousand souls
in the P rovince and they are ratherw idely distributed though theirprincipalhabitat
isthe Jhelum district … T hough num erically unim portant,they are astirring and
enterprising race,and frequently rise to prom inence in the service ofgovernm ent
w hich they enterin large num bers.T hey m ake excellent soldiersbut it ischiefly in
civilappointm entsthat they have earned distinction.T hey are rem arkable am ong
the Hindu population … M ehtaS ham DasofKala,him selfaChhibber… hassupplied
m ostoftheinform ationthatfollow s… T hey claim tohaveexercised atvarioustim es
and placessovereignty overw ide areas… Itisafactw orth noticingasillustratingthe
ready adaptability of the M uhiyalsthat in the daysof the M uslim rulersthey
som etim esadopted the M uslim nam es,such asIzzat Khan and N aw ab Khan,w hile



retaining theirow n religion. (T hese are U rdu/P ersian w ords– culturaleffect -and
notM uslim religiousnam eslikeM oham m ad,Hussainetc.:R T M O HAN )

T he British w ere then setting up theirrule in P unjab.T he M ohyalcom m unity did not have
any vocationalorprofessionalexpertise,like businessetc.T he Governm ent departm ents
like R ailw ays,P ost O ffice w ere expanding.M odern education w asthe right advice at the
righttim eforourcom m unity,w hichitacceptedw ithalacrity.
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