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3. EM P L O YM EN T

Education w asnecessary so that young M ohyalsw ere “ em ployable” – having the requisite
educationalqualifications.T he Founding Fathersalso considered the w aysand m eansof
facilitatingtheirchancesof“ securing” em ploym ent.T o understand the significance oftheir
efforts,itisalsonecessary tohavealookattheconditionsprevailingatthattim e.

‘Notifying’ Mohyals as Agricultural Tribes
T heW arofIndependence(orM utiny)1857 w asashatteringexperiencefortheBritish.T hey
setaboutto identify loyalclassesam ongtheirsubjects.T hey observed thattheJatP easant-
proprietorsin EastP unjab and M uslim L andlordsin the W esthad stood by them duringthe
m ostcriticalperiod.T he grow ing indebtednessofthe cultivating classesand aconcom itant
transferoflanded property to urban m oney lenderscould cause ruralagitation in P unjab,
from w hich theIndian Arm y w aslargely recruitingitssoldiery.S o they created w hatm ay be
called an “ agriculturaltribes” category,through the P unjab L and Alienation Act,1900
(enforced in1901).

T hisAct prohibited the transfer of agriculturalland from the “tribes”, it “notified” as
‘agriculturists’ to ‘non-agriculturists’. In W estP unjab (now in P akistan),agriculturistsw ere
m ostly M uslim sand non-agriculturistsnon-M uslim s(Hindus). T he Actw asprom ulgated by
the British adm inistration ofP unjab,it w asstated,to protect the ruralM uslim peasantry
from theurbanHindu m oney-lenders.

In a P rovince in w hich the population lived m ostly in ruralareas,being considered a
m em ber of‘agriculturaltribes’ becam e critical– asother facilitieslike the present-day
caste-reservations– w ere also extended to ‘agriculturists’. T here w ere better econom ic
conditionsfor the agriculturalcastes(tribes) and it adversely affected the Hindus. T he
M ohyals,am iniscule m inority,w ere now here in the reckoningin thisschem e ofthings.L et
usofferasalutetoourancestorsofthosetim es,w hoexerted pressurebeyond theirw eight,
to get m ost ofthe M ohyalcastes‘notified’ asagriculturistsin one district afteranother,
underthesaidP unjabL and AlienationAct.

Jhelum and R aw alP indidistrictshad the m axim um concentration ofM ohyals.Effortsw ere
first m ade in those districts,w hich bore fruit. M ohyalsin these tw o districtsw ere duly
‘notified’ as‘agriculturists’. M ohyalConference held at Am ritsar,in 1909,directed that
“ Governm ent had declared M ohyalsofR aw alP indiand Jhelum DistrictsasAgriculturist
Com m unities.Itisdecided to pressforsim ilardeclarationsin the casesofM ohyalsatother
placesofM ohyalconcentrationlikeGurdaspurand S ialkotalso.” O bviously thisw aspursued
w ith successbecause the M ohyalConference held at L yallpur(now Faisalabad in P akistan)
directed that “ Governm ent had classified Dutts of DistrictsS ialkot and Gurdaspur as
Agriculturist Com m unity.T he Conference desired that acom m unication m ight be sent to
Governm entforthe substitution ofthe w ord Duttby the w ord M ohyalin the Governm ent
notification.It w asfurtherrequested that the DistrictsofL yallpur,Gujranw alaand Gujrat
also be included in the list.” At the M ohyalConference held at Gujranw ala,in April,2015,
the recordsstate “ Declaration ofM ohyalsasAgriculturistCom m unity.Because ofthe W ar,



it w asdecided that the tim e w asnot ripe to take up thism atterw ith the Governm ent
Authorities.” S o,the M ohyalConference L yallpur,(tow ardsthe end ofW orld W ar I) in
Decem ber1917 decided to “ recom m end to the British Governm ent to include M ohyalsof
L yallpurin the list ofAgriculturalclasses” and the Conference at Hoshiarpur,in Decem ber
1918 decided “ to recom m end the British Governm entto declare M ohyalsthroughoutIndia
asAgriculturistCom m unity.

T he problem w asidentified asofvitalinterest to the M ohyalcom m unity,w aspursued
consistently attheConferencesand w iththeGovernm entdistrictby district(probably using
theprevioussuccessalsoasanargum entinthenextdistrict).Itbroughttrem endousbenefit
tothecom m unity,and Ipersonally know som einstances.

Recruitment in the Army: Martial Race
During the uprising in 1857,the bulkofthe rebelsin the BengalArm y cam e from the Indo-
Gangetic P lain,w hile those w ho rem ained loyal w ere m ostly from the P unjab. T his
experienceoftheM utiny gaverisetothetheory of“ m artialraces” .

F.S .R oberts,w ho w asthe Com m ander-in-Chiefofthe British Indian Arm y from 1885 to
1893,regarded the Bengalees,M arathasand southern ethnicgroupsaslacking the m artial
virtues. Even in the N orth-w estern India,only certain com m unitiesw ere recognized as
‘m artialraces’ and recruitm ent lim ited to these.T he N epalese,Gorkhas,P unjabiS ikhsand
M uslim sfrom the northern and frontierregionsform ed the m ain poolforrecruitm ent of
theIndianArm y.

T he m iniscule M ohyalcom m unity w asnow here in thisreckoning. R eportedly,ifaM ohyal
w ent forrecruitm ent,the answ erw as,” W ho,M ohyal?” IfBrahm an,“ R eceiversofcharity
not eligible.” “ Iam aBrahm an-R ajput” :T he R ecruiting O fficerhad no directive about this
strangecategory.

O urFounding Fathersm ust have noticed that the Indian Arm y w asthe m ajorem ployerin
P unjab.T hedoctrineof‘m artialraces” postulated thattheability and desireofasoldierw as
inherited and that m ost Indians,w ith the exception ofspecified castes,did not have the
requisite genesthatw ould m ake them w arrior.So how could Mohyals qualify at this test of
‘inherited soldierly virtues’?

T hrough the District Gazetteers,that w ere being com piled,and otherforum savailable to
them ,the Founding Fatherstried to forcefully distance them selvesfrom the priestly
Brahm ans: M ohyalsw ere indeed not perform ing such functionsanyw ay. T hey tried to
presenttheircom m unity asasortofBrahm an-R ajputs,w hose ancestorshad alw aysfought
battlesand ruled overvastregionsbefore the M uslim s.T hatM ohyalshad held responsible
positionsin the forcesofM uslim and S ikh adm inistrations,w ithoutgiving up theirreligion.
S othey qualifiedasa‘m artialrace’ and shouldbeeligibleforrecruitm entindefenceforces.

T here w asaproblem .U nlike the P unjab L and Alienation Act of1900,w hich identified and
‘notified’ the ‘agriculturaltribes’,there w asno statute about ‘m artialraces’,underw hich
onecouldrepresenttothe‘designated’ authority.



T hisproblem about em ploym ent in Arm y m ust have been underseriousconsideration for
som e tim e,because it w aslisted on the top of the ‘proposed’ Agenda for a M ohyal
Conference (vide M ohyalM itter,July 1893,quoted above).T he first Conference could not
be organized till1902.M inutesofthe Conferencesin 1902,1903 and1903 are notavailable
buttheissuem usthavebeendebated,w ithorw ithoutany finalsuggestionaboutthisvexed
problem . T here isthe follow ing directive in the m inutesofthe fifth Conference held at
Jam m u in1906:

A m em orandum should be prepared forgivingpriority to the M ohyalsin the m atter
of recruitm ent to the Arm ed Forcesand the sam e should be submitted to the
concerned authorities through Bakshi Ram Das Chhibber.

N o stone by the com m unity leftunturned!R eportedly,167 delegates(som ew hat lessthan
the norm alattendance)had registered in the w interm onth ofDecem ber,1906 at that far
offretreat,Jam m u,w ho m ust have deliberated seriously fortw o orthree daysoverthis,
and allotherseriousissues:and they gavedecisionsinrespectofeach.Itw asnotaconclave
ofthe top leaders.T he Conference w aslike am eeting ofthe GeneralBody (w hich phrase
hadnotyetbeenintroduced).

T he M ohyalsw ere indeed treated asa‘M artialR ace” and there is,let ussay,aP rologue.
W hen “ The History of Muhiyals: The Militant Brahman Race of India” w asw ritten by T .P .
R usselS tracey,ithadabriefForew ord:

4th N ovem ber,1911

Ihave read w ith great interest “ T he History ofthe M uhiyals” presented to m e by M unshi
R am DasChhibber.

M any ofthem served underm e in Indiaand In Afghanistan and proved them selvesto be
excellentsoldiersdoing allthatw asrequired ofthem w ith good w ill.In civillife,too,m any
ofthem have attained to responsible positionsand have proved them selvescapable of
holdingthem w orthily.

In short,the History show sthe M uhiyalsto be asIhave alw aysfound them .An intelligent,
high-spiritedandloyalrace.

(S d.)R O BER T S F.M .
(Field M arshal)
L ateCom m anderinChief)

W herew astheneed forany notificationnow ? Herew asacertificatefrom theprogenitorof
the‘m artialrace’ theory,andanex-Com m ander-in-Chief.

Clickonthearrow <- onthetopleftofthecom puterand goonreading.


