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Dastur-al-amal Mohyali

AsAryaS am ajis,the Founding Fathersw ere seriously engaged in reform sin the Hindu

society.T hey seriously looked at the needsoftheirow n com m unity also.O ne ofthe three

GuidingP rinciples(Assool)w as:

T ogivepracticalshapetothoseprinciplesandcustom sw hichw erelaiddow nby theM ohyal

elderson the occasion of establishing the Com m unity and to reform such (unhealthy)

custom sashavebeenadoptedfrom othercom m unities.

T hey exam inedtheritualsandpracticesbeingfollow ed from birthtilldeath),exam ined their

flaw s,decided correctiveaction needed to betaken by theM ohyalcom m unity in respectof

unhealthy practicesand tabulated thisdata.Itw ascirculated w idely throughM ohyalM itter,

forcom m entsby the com m unity,w hich w ere discussed. Finally,in the M ohyalConference

held at R aw alP indi,in 1905,Dastur-al-Amal Mohyali (Code of M ohyalP ractices) w as

prom ulgated.Ithad aw iderangingeffect.T heissuesw erealready beingtalked aboutinthe

com m unity w henthedraftw ascirculated.W henprom ulgated,theladiesreportedly said:lai

neen,hun te likhtaan paigayan neen (now the thingshave been reduced to w riting: i.e.,

have reached finality).Because ofthe w rit ofthe GeneralM ohyalS abha,w hich w ashighly

respected,thishad agreatreform ativeeffectam ongthecom m unity.

Certain practices were strictly forbidden: Double marriage; Dancing by Dancing Girls;
Indecent Songs; Serving liquor by either party during marriage: the bride being made
to cross from under the mare; Shagan Tabalbaaj (?); Gharaa/Ghrolee (?); Thaaliyaan
(?);Manwana; Teeldiyaan: the girls symbolically hitting the groom on his first arrival;
Ladies giving bath to the groom etc. were strictly forbidden. Since these have gone
out of vogue, we are unable to understand some of these rituals.

Reduced rates for offerings to relatives and Lagis and the number of invitees, were
prescribed in many rituals.

Shaadee bilaa Itlaa (Marriage without declaration): There was a system among
Mohyals, that if a marriage was not proclaimed, through singling or beating of
drums, the parties were exempted from traditional offerings. Through the Dastur, the
Lagis (Bhatt, Mirasi etc.) were strictly forbidden, at the pain of severe penalties, to
refrain from presenting themselves on such venue.

Contributing to certain Funds of GMS (Education Fund and Sabha Fund) was made
mandatory during the marriage function ( Mooheen and Chotee)



Marriageable age for the boys and girls were prescribed, which like some other
items, came up for review from time to time. Finally, in 1926 these were fixed at 25
and 16years, for boys and girls respectively.

W eshalltry topostacopy ofDastur-al-Amal Mohyali. The original is in urdu.

In the Conference in 1906,itw asdecided that“ Datur-ul-Mohyali should be translated into
Hindiand P anjabi,and itshould be im plem ented w ith the help oflocalsabhasand through
preachers and delegates. P ersonsw ho follow the the Dasur should be published in M ohyal
M itter.

Dastur brought out by the M ohyalcom m unity received great publicity,outside also.T he
S ecretary,AllIndiaS ocialConference held in S outh Indiain the year1905,declared that“ it
isonly M ohyalsofP unjab,w hohavepractically stoppedchildm arriageintheircom m unity.

S ocialissuescam e up fordiscussion,at alm ost each Conference and m attersrelating to
w om en also received attention. Forexam ple,the Conference held at Am ritsar,in 1909,
decided that (i)A person m arrying asecond tim e,w hen hisfirst w ife isalive,and anybody
giving hisdaughterto such aperson should both be boycotted.(ii)P am phletsshould be
prepared and distributed definingrightsand dutiesofM others-in-law and Daughters-in-law
to avoid confrontationsin fam ilies. (iii) Girlsshould be encouraged and assisted to get
highereducation.T hey should also be encouraged to learn craftslike knitting,crocheting,
sew ing etc.and exhibition ofsuch craftsshould be held at the tim e ofConferences.(iv)
L adiesshould be encouraged to attend Conferences.T he issue ofm arriage ofw idow sand
desertedw om enw asconsidered intheConferenceheld in1911.

S ocialR eform sw ere an im portant com ponent ofGM S ’sagendaand they continued to
pursueitw itham issionary zeal.
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