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5. S T IP EN D FO R W IDO W S

W hile they provided guidelinesfor taking care of orphaned children,the problem of
w idow s,it seem s,did not com e to the notice of Founding Fathers,in the beginning.
Financialhelp,and laterthe W idow Fund,cam e into being afterreceipt ofrequestsfor
assistance– stillquiteearly,1895.T henum berofrecipientsw asquitesm all.O nthebasisof
disbursem ent up to 1927,it hasbeen w orked out that an average often w idow sw ere
availing thisfacility – R upeesT w o perm onth.It isquite understandable because the self-
esteem ofaMohyalan w illnotletheracceptcharity,unlesssheisindireneed ofit.Afterall
itisnotanhonorificaw ard fortheelderly.

It isgood that the tradition ofm onthly financialassistance to w idow shascontinued since

then.T w o observationsappearnecessary.O ne:thatthe stipend ofR upeesT w o perm onth

in the beginning,about R upeesS ix in the 1950sand R s.1000-at present:the am ount has

neverbeen enough to m aintain aw idow ,if she had no other source of income.T hisaspect

hasbeen overlooked.T w o:atpresentreportedly therearem orethan450 w idow sreceiving

stipend and the number is increasing rapidly.T hisraisesdoubtsw hetherw e really have so

m any indigent ordestitute w idow s,w hen oursm allcom m unity isnow ,reportedly,quite

affluent? T he stipend m ust be being sanctioned by GM S on the recom m endation ofL ocal

S abhaetc.but they have no guidelines from GMS for assessment of eligibility.A w idow isa

w idow and the caretakerm ay apply forstipend:itcould m eetthe m obilebillofMataji. T he

localleadersare boasting aboutthe increasing num berofstipendsthey have secured from

GM S during theirrespective regim esand w e have no convention ofany socialaudit or

review offunctioningofourorganisations,w hilew eareim pressedby them ountingbill.

We submit that the issue should be examined seriously. It is the Mohyal community that is

footing the bill. The eligibility criteria should be laid down by GMS and made public. Please

think of the really destitute, for whose benefit (like the orphaned children) the procedure was

introduced. They must have been starving, all along, if they did not have any other resource.

Clickonthearrow < - onthetopleftofthecom puterand goonreading.






