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6.M O HYAL HIS T O R Y
Itlooksasifthe need foraM ohyalHistory bookw asan obsession w ith the com m unity and
ithasrem ained thatw ay.

S oonafteritsform ation,theGeneralM ohyalS abha,aM ohyalR esearchCom m itteew asset

upforthispurposeatP eshaw arandlateritw asdecided (M ohyalConference,Jam m u,1906)

that “ AllM ohyalsshould collect inform ation about theirancestorsfrom theirP urohitsand

also preparetheirfam ily trees.English and P ersian know ingM ohyalsshould do research on

M ohyals.” How ever,researchinghistory isaspecialised discipline and the com m unity failed

to com e up w ith asatisfactory com pendium :probably,itdid not have the requisite talent.

M ohyalsrem em bersom e ofthe achievem entsoftheirancestors,w hich have com e dow n

the m em ory lane during foreign rule forathousand years,and som e erudite M ohyalshad

collected and com piled thiscorpus.U nderpressure to deliver(M ohyalConference,P ind

Dadan Khan,1908)the S abhasettled forw hateverknow ledge could beputtogether,w hich

w asincorporated in T .P .R usselS tracey’sThe History of the Mohyals: the Militant Brahman

Race of India,published at L ahore in 1911.Asstated already,it had aForew ord by the

form erCom m anderinChief,R oberts,and adetailed R eview intheCiviland M ilitary Gazette

of L ahore on 23 M arch,1911’ resulting in the recognition of M ohyalsasa vibrant

com m unity ofP unjab.Even ifa“ cavalierjob” (according to P .N .Bali,page 157)the book

rendered avery usefulservice because of itsEnglish m edium and pioneering position.

S everalM ohyalintellectualsw ere inspired to w rite caste-histories: Bali Nama (P ersian),

Tarikh-e-Vaidan, Jang Nama of Mohans etc.but few w orkshave survived the vagariesof

tim eandevents.

Raizada Harichand Vaid, Gulshan e M ohy ali

Incensed by the m otley collection ofanecdotesand certificatesin S tracey’sw ork,R aizada

Harichand Vaid ofvillage S ukho/R aw alP indibenthisenergiesto the taskand produced his

Gulshane Mohyali (U rdu)(L ahore,1923).O ne ishighly im pressed by the high quality and

w ide sw eep ofthe sourceshe consulted – about40 standard w orks.W ith itsU rdu m edium ,

the com m on language at thattim e,itbecam e very popularand played asignificant role in

educating that generation ofM ohyalsabouttheirhistory and inculcating self-pride in their

past – the elixirofM ohyaliyat.It hasnot been possible to collect m uch inform ation about

the author,R aizadaHarichand Vaid,except som e hintsthat he w asafreedom fighterand

probably shiftedtoU .P .forsurvival.

S adly, Gulshane Mohyali becam e unavailable afterthe P artition in 1947.Afteravery long

search Icould traceacopy in Jam m u.O nephotocopy (in booksizeand bound)isw ith GM S ,

Delhiand one hopesthat they have som e sort ofAR CHIVE forrare heritage m ateriallike

this.It isnecessary to preserve ourprim ary sourcesofM ohyalHistory,forconsultation by

futurereserchers.



Ch. Gauri Shankar Datt ‘Sagar’, Kajrirvi’s M ohy alHistory

Itappearsthatbefore R aizadaHarichand Vaid could publish histom e,butaround the sam e

period,Chaudhry GauriS hankarDatt ‘S agar’,Kanjrurvi,an editorand journalist ofrepute

also w rote asm allbook (137 pages),titled ‘M ohyalHistory’ in U rdu.It w asbased on the

lim ited corpusofknow ledge in S tracey’shistory bookand w ashardly rem em bered.Butitis

valuable in itsow n w ay.Incidentally,w e could trace itsonly copy w ith asaintly Dattfam ily

in M endhar,now aborder village in Jam m u. It w asalso apersonalinitiative and,like

Gulshane M ohyali,thisalso doesnotappearto have received any patronage from the then

GM S . A photocopy w asduly provided to GM S and trust it w illalso form part oftheir

Archives.

T he history ofthe M ohan caste ofM ohyalsw asfirst w ritten by R aiS eegarh,theirBhatt

(bard-charan),in hisPothi Rai Seegarh. T hisbook w asavailable to the w ritersofM ohyal

History in the early tw entieth century,but hassince been lost afterthe P artition in 1947.

Based onthePothi aJangnama Mohana had beenw rittenby anotherBhat,som etim elater,

coveringthehistory ofM ohans.ItappearsthatCh.GauriS hankarDattgothold ofacopy of

thisheritage docum ent“ Jangnama Mohana” and tried to give it publicity by incorporating

the Jangnama hisbook.Even ifCh.GauriS hankar’sbookispreserved,itbeing in U rdu,the

Jangnam aw ould be lost to the posterity.It isaprim ary source ofhistory ofM ohans.S o,I

w roteitinHindiscript(173 verses)and thishasbeenpublished aspartofabooklet“ History

ofM ohans” ,through the patronage ofS h.O .P .M ohan,form erS eniorVice P resident of

GM S . O ne hopesthat som e enterprising M ohyalw illexpand itsscope and reprint it for

w iderdistribution

R ecapitulating,the corpusofknow ledge in Gulshane Mohyali rem ained the source m aterial

forthe subsequent w ritersofM ohyalHistory during the tw entieth century (Ch.ChuniL al

Datt and S h. P . N . Bali). T hey selected and churned the sam e inform ation,w ithout any

significant research. T he com m unity’s craving for a M ohyal History book rem ained

undim inished.AfterS tracey’sbook,thepow ersthatbeinGM S did notappeartohavetaken

interestin patronizinghistory:possibly they did nothavetherequisiteintellectualcognition

tow ardshistory.Both,R zd.HariChand Vaid and Ch.ChuniL alDattw ere w orried aboutthe

sale and obtained assurances/som e advance paym entsfrom benevolent patrons.S h.P .N .

Balialso initially w rote,and sold,hisbookathisow n initiative,tillitw as‘adopted’ by GM S .

Despite som e notable initiatives,during itslong journey,GM S doesnot appearto have

covered itselfw ith glory in respect ofexhorting and educating theirflockin the m atterof

com m unity’sgloriouspast – beyond som e often repeated platitudes. T hey have not

recognized thatpride in theirgloriouspastcan beststrengthen the self-esteem ofM ohyals

inthecurrentenvironm ent:and thatisMohyaliyat.

Clickonthearrow <- onthetopleftofthecom puterand goonreading.


