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7.M O HYAL CO N FER EN CE

A Mohyal conference, generally held annually, used to be a very significant and popular

event among the whole Bitadari. Why were the Mohyal ‘masses’ so entwined with it?

T he organization set up by the Founding Fathers,viz. the GeneralM ohaylS abha,w as

envisaged to be adem ocratic,socialm ovem ent involving the entire M ohyalcom m unity

from itsdecision-making stage. Asthey started,the leaders‘identified’ the problem s,

outlined possible solutionsbutdid not take any decisions abouttheirim plem entation.T hey

w anted to involve the w hole com m unity in the decision m aking.P robably because ofthe

logisticsofhostingalarge gathering(ofunpredictable strength)forafew days,ittookthen

alm ost adecade to arrange the first such conclave,called M ohyalConference,in 1902 at

L ahore,toassem ble,discussand decide. L ater,intheConferenceof1906,itw asspecifically

resolved that “ Follow up action should be taken on alldecisionstaken at aConference” :

possibly there w assom e laxity by the O ffice Bearersin pursuing som e decisionstaken

earlier.From thesubject-w isenarration above,itw illbenoticed thattheproblem scam eup

forconsideration and,afterprolonged discussions,the Conference i.e.the GeneralBody of

M ohyalcom m unity,gavedirectionsforaction.T heprogress,orproblem sintheirexecution,

continued to be m onitored atthe subsequentConference:the issue ofaBoardingHouse of

M ohyalAshram rem ained underthe radarfrom the beginning tillitsfinalcom pletion in

1927 – and itsproperfunctioning,probably lateralso.T hatisw hy aM ohyalConferencew as

suchanim portanteventforthecom m unity andw asheldannually

With this we wind up our narration of the pre-Partition history of the General Mohyal

Sabha. A dedicate vidvan studied the available copies of Mohyal Mitter up to 1927 and

prepared a summary. We owe a debt of gratitude to him for the facts used here:

comments are our own. Unfortunately, he stopped his exercise for lack of encouragement

from higher ups. If a more knowledgeable person wants to make any amends, the

initiative is welcome. The past is a guide to the future.


